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JUST over a year since Harry 
Knox retired from an illustri-
ous teaching career in Water-
ford, he is bringing his love of 
teaching to Uganda. 

Harry, who hails from Kil-
macow and still resides in the 
area, taught at De La Salle 
College for 26 years and was 
a director of Waterford Teach-
ers’ Centre for 18 and a half 
years. 

After retiring at the end of 
January 2016, Harry, who is 
also well-known in Toastmas-
ters circles, embarked on a 
whole new adventure along 
with his wife Ursula. 

 ‘Opportunity Knox’ is a 
registered company and was 
designated as an offi cially rec-
ognised and registered charity 
by the Charities Regulator last 
November.

The charity will be offi cially 
launched at a special event in 
Kilmacow in early April. 

However, Harry and Ursula 
have already achieved a signif-
icant amount to date through 
their endeavours with this 
hugely worthwhile initiative. 

For many years, Harry and 
Ursula have been sponsoring a 
child in Uganda through World 
Vision. 

When World Vision organ-
ised a trip to Uganda so that 
people could see their work 
fi rst-hand, Harry and Ursula 
decided to go.

In 2015, they travelled to 
Uganda and visited schools, 

clinics, farms, and observed 
the daily life of many impov-
erished Ugandan people. 

They were deeply moved by 
the experience. 

A key moment in the forma-
tion of the idea for ‘Opportu-
nity Knox’ was when they met 
a local man called Wmima 
John Kennedy.

World Vision had helped 
John achieve his goal of 
becoming a mechanic. 

“John was very articulate 
and showed us his little shop. 
He told us all about the help 
which World Vision had given 
him,” said Harry. 

An encounter with a local 
woman seeking money in order 
to look after her children also 
proved hugely motivational. 

“A woman had been asking 
Ursula if she had anything 
to give her for her children. 
Ursula was very upset at the 
poverty and how dishevelled 
and hungry the people were,” 
explained Harry.

“When we got home to 
Ireland, John, the mechanic, 
found me on Facebook. I 
responded and told him about 
the woman who had been 
speaking to Ursula. I described 
her and he actually located her. 
John sent a photo and we con-
fi rmed that it was her. I sent 
€100 via Western Union to 
John and he bought her clothes 
for the kids and herself, a 
couple of blankets and a bag of 
maize.  He spent €60 so there 
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Harry and Ursula having fun with local residents in Tiira. 

was €40 left over. I told him to 
give €10 a week to her to keep 
her going and said we’d con-
tinue to try to support her.” 

Harry and John remained 
in contact and ‘Opportunity 
Knox’ began to take shape. 

“I asked John if he would 
volunteer and he said he would 
as he wanted to be a commu-
nity leader,” explained Harry. 

Focusing their efforts on 
the village of Tiira near Busia 
town in eastern Uganda, Harry 
asked John to locate and make 
a list of the poorest families in 
the village. 

“He said that he was ‘poor’ 
but that there was the ‘poorer’ 
and the ‘poorest’. The major-
ity are living in mud huts,” 
explained Harry. 

After John did a survey, 
Harry and Ursula returned to 
Uganda in April 2016.

As a result of that visit, they 
began purchasing items such 
as blankets, mattresses and 
porridge.

Since April 2016, 20 fami-
lies have been given bedding, 
furniture and food.

 “When we asked what else 
they wanted, nearly all the 
families said they would like 
help with education fees for 
their children,” said Harry.

Since June 1st 2016, school 
fees were paid for 68 children 
by ‘Opportunity Knox’.

As a result of another visit by 
Harry and Ursula to the village 
in December, an additional 
20 families were selected for 
support.

A total of 120 children will 
now have their school fees 
paid for them for the new 
school year. 

It costs approximately €60 
per year to pay the school fees 
at primary level for each child 
which includes a porridge 
meal each day. 

For the fi rst year, Harry and 
Ursula have gifted €20,000 to 
start off the fund. 
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Ursula and Harry with Ugandan 
children. 

Harry with a collection of soft toys which were donated to children in Uganda.

Harry and Ursula with Wmima John Kennedy, 
his wife Hellen, and their daughters Faith 
and Joan at Entebbe Airport.

Harry and Ursula with Wmima John Kennedy, 


