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Harry Knox, a former teacher at De La Salle College and 
Director of the Waterford Teachers’ Centre, has embarked 
on a new adventure in Uganda with his wife Ursula.  

For every €100 which is 
donated, this will be matched 
by between €100 and €200 from 
Harry and Ursula so that 100 per 
cent of the donation will match 
the purpose for which it was 
donated. 

Yearly audited accounts will 
be provided to all donors as well 
as photos of the families they are 
supporting. 

 “We’re sending the money 
out to Uganda and then visiting 
on two occasions a year to view 
progress,” said Harry. 

“It’s important that we visit to 
ensure that the money is being 
spent correctly.”

The couple will visit Uganda 
twice a year to monitor the 
spending of the money and 
to ensure that it is having the 
desired impact. 

Harry explained that they 
have developed strict criteria 
which must be adhered to. 

“John is selecting the fami-
lies, and then we go along and 
interview them and asses their 
suitability,” he said.

“A file is created on each 
family, and John visits the 
schools and seeks a report on 
each child’s progress. We’re 
educating all of the children in 
each of the selected families. 
They have to agree that all of the 
children will go to school.”  

He continued: “Women are 
very subservient to men in 
Uganda. There is a prejudice 
about girls and education. If 
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families are short of money 
they’ll only send the boys to 
school. But if we find they’re 
taking the girls out of school, 
then we will no longer pay the 
other children’s fees. We have 
to try to keep the girls in school. 
Research shows that each year a 
girl stays in school after the age 
of 12, actually delays the year 
at which she will be married by 
two years.”

Another obstacle to keeping 
children in school, particularly 
boys, is the proximity of lucra-
tive gold mines. 

“Sieving for gold is a big 
attraction for teenagers to make 
money,” he explained.

“We have already saved chil-
dren from entering the industry 
last year by keeping them in 
school.” 

In addition to providing 
school fees and basic necessi-
ties, Harry and Ursula have also 
provided recreational activities 
for the children. 

“Sadly, we didn’t see any 
child with a toy of any descrip-
tion,” he explained.

“They had nothing to play 
with. Some of them were hitting 
a bicycle tyre with a stick. There 
were a couple of footballs but 
they were in tatters.” 

Harry and Ursula have 
brought over soft toys and foot-
balls as well as books, soccer 
magazines etc.

‘Opportunity Knox’ has also 
been responsible for developing 
a playground in the village. 

“We were passing one day 
and saw lovely, colourful play-
ground equipment. John had a 
plot in front of his house so we 
rented that off him for five years 
and asked him if we could put a 
playground there. We’ve put a 
security fence around it and had 
security equipment installed.” 

He added: “It’s now the only 
one of its kind in the area and 
children are coming from 10km 
away. It really feels like we are 
doing something for the entire 
village.” 

Harry and Ursula have been 
assisted in their endeavours 
through kind donations from 
family and friends.

In addition to financial dona-
tions, they have also received 
offers of help from other sources. 

An accountant is donating 
his services to audit the char-
ity’s accounts, while help is also 
being provided in developing a 
website. 

Additionally, a number of 

local schools have also come on 
board to lend their support. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 
GNS in Ferrybank recently 
donated €900 from their Mission 
Week fundraising activities. 

This will support an addi-
tional 10 children and their fam-
ilies with mattresses and blan-
kets as well as their school fees, 
uniform, exercise books and a 
porridge lunch for the entire new 
school year. 

Harry and Ursula were con-
tacted by Garranbane NS near 
Dungarvan offering school 
books.

“We called down in Septem-
ber and collected the books and 
they rang us before Halloween 
and said they were having a 
fancy dress event and wanted to 
collected for us. They gave us 
€200 and Templeorum NS had 
a ‘bring and buy’ sale and raised 
€700.” 

He added: “These are three 
schools that we didn’t actually 
approach, so when we approach 
schools later this year, and next 
year, hopefully we will also be 
supported. Schools are great 
at holding events such as no 
uniform days, jersey days, and 
Halloween fancy dress parties. 
€200 would transform the lives 
of four children – people find 
that hard to believe.” 

Harry applied to have ‘Oppor-
tunity Knox’ officially recog-
nised as a charity as he says he 
is very conscious of recent high 
profile controversies involving 
certain charities. 

“You have to be fully open 
and transparent,” he said.

 “The main difference with 
‘Opportunity Knox’ is that 
myself and Ursula are going to 
pay all the overheads in Ireland 
and Uganda. Each year we will 
donate, at the very least, suf-
ficient funds to cover all of the 
administration costs in Ireland 
and in Uganda as well as all of 
our own travelling expenses.  
This ensures that 100 per cent 
of donations directly pays for 
food and bedding for families 
and for the school fees for their 
children. We are really grateful 
for the support which has been 
shown which will transform the 
lives of these poorest of the poor 
families.” 

For more information on 
‘Opportunity Knox’ visit www.
opportunityknox.ie , check out 
their Facebook page, email 
info@opportunityknox.ie or 
call 086-6054519.

Pupils at Our Lady of Good Counsel GNS, 
Ferrybank presenting a cheque for €900 to 
Harry and Ursula towards ‘Opportunity Knox’.

LEFT: Harry has also volunteered with 
Global Schoolroom, and spent time 
in Calcutta last year. He is pictured 
at a training course for teachers at 
Saint Andre English Medium School in 
Bodhjungnagar, Tripura, India.

Ursula with 
Ugandan women. 


