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5th August 2017 

Dear Donor,  

 I am delighted to present to you the first Annual Report of Opportunity Knox         
Charity.  The idea for the Charity was sparked from Ursula and I being part of a 
group of Donors to World Vision Ireland who visited Eastern Uganda in November 
2015. Ursula and I were two of the 22 people who took the trip. 

We were gobsmacked with the extent of the poverty we saw there and most 
markedly by the plight of the rural dwellers who have very little in the way of houses, 
land, food, the very basics for survival. We resolved to do something about it, so 
when we returned to Ireland, we had the Company set up within a month, we were 
back out to Uganda in April 2016 and we delivered mattresses and blankets to 20 
families before we returned home. We also made arrangements to pay the school 
fees for 68 children from the beginning of the next term which was at the beginning 
of June. We returned there in December 2016 for two weeks to monitor the success 
of the families and the children as well as to ensure that the money we had sent out 
to our Volunteer Wmima John Kennedy and his wife Hellen had been spent in line 
with our wishes and to check that proper paperwork for accounting purposes 
existed. We accepted another 20 families into the programme and in February of 
this year 114 children were having their school fees paid for them. 

Meanwhile, at home, we were working on a constitution that would enable the 
Company to become a registered charity, This involved many changes to the 
structure of what was a simple Company with a three page constitution and two 
directors that we had set up in December 2015, to a company with four 
Directors/Trustees and a much longer and more detailed constitution that met with 
the approval of the Charities Regulator. We got this recognition in November 
2016.nWe also managed to get our CHY No. from the Revenue Commissioners in 
February 2017. We had the formal Launch of the Charity in early April 2017 in the 
Community Centre in Kilmacow where we live. 

During the year we have, with the voluntary help of Tomas Breen our webmaster, 
set up our website at opportunityknox.ie and we have a successful Facebook page 
of the same name, facebook.com/opportunityknox.ie. We thank our Auditor Ciaran 
O’Mullain for his guidance oh how to keep proper accounts and implement various 
systems that ensure clarity for anyone who reads them. 

In the coming months we intend to introduce a system where donors are given 
photogrraphs and other details of the family and children their donations are 
helping. 

We wish to thank all our neighbours, friends and all others who have helped us in 
any way to carry out this worthwhile project to help educate children that we are 
getting to know quite well in Tiira Village, Eastern Uganda. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Company formed in December 2015 

 Recognised as a Charity by Charities Regulator in November 2016 and received Registered Charity 

Number (RCN) 

 Recognised as a charitable body by Revenue Commissioners in February 2017 and received our 

Charity (CHY) No. 

 February to April 2016 developed advanced infrastructure in Uganda to facilitate the work with 

families and children 

 Harry and Ursula Knox visited Tiira Village in Uganda in April 2016 and with the help of Wmima 

John Kennedy, our local volunteer leader, identified 20 families that needed our help 

 They visited the local schools and met the teachers and donated 250 sets of Crayons and 250 

Mathematical Sets to Local Public School 

 They donated  and delivered 40 Mattresses, 50 blankets, purchased locally, to these  families and 

arranged for weekly bag of porridge or maize to 8 families in desperate need 

 Provided a Playground in Village for public benefit of all children in the village and parish 

 Paid school fees for 68 Children for the last 2 school terms of 2016. 

 Harry and Ursula visited Tiira again in December 2016 and accepted another 20 families. 

 They provided 60 Mattresses and  80 Blankets for new families and 2 simple beds 

 Reviewed all financial transactions  and paper trail with volunteer Wmima John Kennedy 

 Provided emergency aid, food, rent, clothes for small number of destitute families 

 Established connection with a small village called Bodhjungnagar, Tripura State, North East India 

while Harry was volunteering there for July 2016. 

 Paid for tiling the floor of a large meeting facility there for public benefit  

 Agreed to provide for the personal needs of some teenagers in a small Orphanage called 

Boystown in  Bodhjungnagar Parish 

 Harry and Ursula visited the Orphanage in February 2017 and got to know the students and 

undertook to fund their continuing education when they have to leave the Orphanage 

 Charity Launched locally in Kilmacow Community Centre in April 2017 

 Great financial support from Kilmacow Community for the Charity 

 Great response to fund raising in several primary schools approached 

 Successful Fundraiser through  Garden Open Day organized by family members 

 Public donations ranging from €5 to €1000 raised  €6,208.70 

 €8,258 was spent directly on school fees and lunches, uniforms and exercise books as well as on 

mattresses and  blankets for the children 

 This means 100% of public donations was spent to meet the children’s needs 

 The Trustees donated €23,437.62 which was used to pay all other costs    

 

 

 

Registered Offices: Opportunity Knox Charity, Lower Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny, X91 E37V. 

Company Registration Number (CRO): 574339 . Tax Registration Number: 03453817 KH 

Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20106164    Revenue Charity Number: (CHY): 21754. 

 Trustees: Ursula and Harry Knox, Maria O Mahony, John Carey.  Patron: Rev. Fr. Brian 

Flynn 

 

Summary of the 2016-2017 Annual 
Report of 
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                           ANNUAL REPORT OF OPPORTUNITY KNOX CHARITY 

                                 JANUARY 1ST 2016 TO MARCH 31ST 2017 

 

Introduction: 

During November 2015 Ursula and I went on a trip to Uganda as part of a trip organised by 

World Vision for those who were sponsoring children with World Vision. We were given an 

opportunity to visit a young man we have been sponsoring for around 12 years as well as to 

visit farms, schools, savings clubs and medical facilities which formed part of their Area 

Development Plans in two regions in Uganda. The poverty in the rural areas was severe and 

made a lasting impression on us.  

We were brought to a rural village called Tiira which was located not far from the border town 

of Busia, part of which is Uganda and the other part in Kenya. There we were introduced to 

young man called Wmima John Kennedy, who had been helped by World Vision in being 

trained as a mechanic and who was now training a group of youths to be mechanics also. He 

repairs Buda Buda taxi motorbikes and has a small shed where he stores spare parts for the 

motorbikes. He gave us a short talk about himself and how World Vision had helped him.  

Personally, both Ursula and I felt that he was both articulate and smart with a good command 

of the English language and could see him having a relatively bright future in his Village. His 

education finished at Secondary 2 Class, which could prevent him from achieving a good 

position outside his local village.His business had a sign outside his shed which showed that 

the name of his business was Faith’s Automobile Garage. Faith we discovered was the name 

of his four year old daughter. He had another younger daughter aged two called Joan. His 

wife’s name was Hellen. 

While we were there I went to look at the inside of his workshop which was about the size of 

a small Barna shed and to ask him some questions about his work. Meanwhile Ursula had 

gone across to the opposite side of the road and was approached by a woman with three 

children who were clearly destitute. The woman asked her for some money to help her 

children. Ursula was moved by the obvious plight of the woman and her family and relayed 

the woman’s story to me when we were back on our bus. Ursula had no money on her and in 

any event was mindful of World Vision not to do give money directly to poor people this as it 

was against their philosophy. Ursula felt she had let the woman and her children down. 

When we returned home Ursula was still upset by the fact that she failed to help the woman 

in need of food for her children. By some act of fate or coincidence, when I connected to my 

Facebook page the day after I returned home there was a Facebook friend request from 

John Kennedy, the owner of Faith’s Automobile Garage. He had been looking for some 

contact with someone from the developed world that might be able to provide some 

assistance for his village. He had searched Facebook to see if any of the people on the 

visitor’s sheet he had been supplied with as part of our visit and send FB friend requests to 

any of us had Facebook accounts. Ursula asked me to accept his FB friendship request and 

 

 



 once accepted to get in touch to see if he could locate the family.  We gave him the best 

description of the woman and her children. Luckily, Ursula is a visual person and was able to 

give Wmima John Kennedy a good description on the clothes and their colours as well as a 

description of the buildings behind where the woman was standing,After a couple of days 

John sent us a photograph of the family he discovered living not too far from him and whom 

the mother had told him she had asked for help. Ursula instantly recognised and identified 

the family in the photograph as being the one she had met. 

Now the problem was to find how we could get some help to this woman in the quickest 

timeframe. The village does not have regular street names and even if they had, post is not 

delivered to them. We discovered that we could send money to Wmima John Kennedy 

through Western Union and we sent him €100 to provide assistance to the family. He used 

about €60 to buy two changes of clothes for the mother and her three children, a couple of 

blankets, some nutritious bars and a big bag of maize which is part of the stable diet of 

people in the village. We agreed that he would give the family the remainder of the money in 

installments over the next four weeks. We continued with John Kennedy’s help to support 

this first family from that time onwards into 2016. 

We then started an intense bout of FB messaging between myself and John over the 

succeeding days, weeks and months as we both sought to get a better understanding of 

each other’s hopes and dreams along with an understanding of both our cultures. This 

included much detail of the poverty in Tiira Village and how difficult it was for parents to eke 

out a living in order to clothe and feed their families not to talk of the near impossible task of 

affording the cost of sending their children to school of a regular basis, 

With the enthusiastic cooperation of my wife Ursula this was the stimulus for us to set up a 

registered company called Opportunity Knox Charity. This was accomplished on December 

22nd 2015. This would give us an opportunity to help the people in Africa, and in the initial 

instance to help those in the village of Tiira not far from the town of Busia. We decided to 

concentrate on one village thereso that our efforts would have a visible effect on the lives of 

those living in one village. There are sufficient really poor families in the village to occupy us 

for the foreseeable future. I had already volunteered to work in Bodjungnagar a remote rural 

area in Tripura state in North East India for July 2016. As my son Paul had volunteered there 

previously and described the sparse conditions there, we decided to include that area in our 

aims as part of the world where we would also provide help if needed. We chose to have the 

provision of Education for those in need as the prime aim of the Charity as well as some 

small projects for public benefit. 

Next we had to come up with an unique selling point of this company. Having listened to the 

views of neighbours and friends especially about how reluctant they were to contribute to 

some charities due to lack of transparency to the ordinary small donor to know how much of 

their donation would be spent on administration and expenses and how much would get to 

the intended families, we hit on the idea of “no overheads” charity. We would cover 100% of 

all administration costs associated with the company business at home and abroad. This also 

would mean that all travel expenses incurred by us in travelling abroad to monitor the 

company business would be covered from our own donations to the Company. We used a 

play on our name and the 1970s TV talent show hosted by Hughie Green and called the 

company Opportunity Knox Charity.  



We talked to many people about our unique selling point, that 100% of people’s  donations 

would be applied directly to children by paying their education fees and additionally where 

necessary to provide practical and visible support to their families, and they told us they 

believed it would influence the generosity of many people to support us. Both Ursula and I 

committed a sum of money we would donate to the Charity that would cover all of the 

Administrative Charges and Expenses for a period of five to seven years. So this was going 

to be a project where we would be very much hands on doing the work of the Charity both at 

home and abroad for a minimum of 5 years and possibly for seven years if the sum 

committed would last that long. The charity would then we wound down with plenty of notice 

given to those who would be receiving aid from the Charity. 

When we got our Certificate of Incorporation as a Company Limited by Guarantee from the 

Companies Registration Office, we set about having our Charity recognised by the Registrar 

of Charities in Ireland as well as with the Revenue Commissioners. This was a daunting task 

for the amount of paperwork that needed to be completed. By November 2016 having 

revised our Constitution and Agreed Memorandum of Understanding of  the Company to be 

in line with what was required  we got our Charities Registration Number and in February 

2017, we got the approval of the Revenue Commissioners and our coveted CHY number. 

For the period January 2016 to March 31st 2017 both of us visited Tirra Village in Uganda in 

both April and December 2016 and put structures in place that allowed us to meet with 

families and decide which ones we would help with the payment of school fees and which 

would need some help with providing bedding for the Children and which ones would also 

need help with some foodstuffs and medical aid. As a followup to Harry’s visit to 

Bodhjungnagar in North East India in July 2016 and making contact with ASHA a registered 

charity run by the Holy Cross Community, we both returned there in February 2017. Apart 

from funding a small project for public benefit there, the main focus will be help boys in a 

small orphanage there with personal effects as well as helping the residents to complete their 

education after they leave the orphanage after the equivalent of their Junior Certificate in 

Education. 

 

Objectives and Activities 

Main Object 

The main object for which the body is established is the promotion of education at primary, 

secondary and college level for the children from poor families in defined areas in Uganda 

and in the State of Tripura in North East India. The Trustees will decide on the families and 

children to be helped as a result of meeting the family and the children and assessing their 

level of poverty and need. This will be achieved through the payment of education fees for 

the children as well as providing other supports in terms of food, clothing and bedding, for the 

families of these children where needed so as to enable them to benefit  to the maximum 

amount from their schooling. This will be further advanced through the provision of scholastic 

materials to the children as well as education resources and facilities to the schools (not 

funded by the local authorities) that these children will attend. 

The provision of resources and community facilities that will enhance the lives of children and 

their families in their surrounding community will also be provided for the public benefit where 

resources are available to the body to fund them. The education of all girls and all boys within 



each family being helped to the end of high school level will be a priority of the body. All 

administration costs for the body as well as all personal expenses incurred by the trustees 

will be covered by the trustees donating at least the equivalent amount to the body  This 

means that 100% of public donations will go directly to paying school fees and purchasing 

goods etc that fulfil the objects of the company. 

 

Subsidiary Objects 

As objects incidental and ancillary to the attainment of the Main Object, the Company shall 

have the following subsidiary objects: 

1. Pay School Fees, at Primary, Secondary and College level, which includes a daily meal, 

scholastic materials and a school uniform, for children from poor families.  

2. Pay for mattresses, pillows and blankets for these same children so that they will be best 

able to concentrate and learn while at school. Where necessary to provide basic kitchen 

furniture as well as food for breakfast for those children whose family does not have the 

financial resources to provide. 

3. Pay for mattresses and blankets for other poor children and their families in the same 

community where our resources do not allow us to pay their school fees and other needs 

outlined in (1) above  

 4. Provide educational resources to school management, teachers and school-going 

children. The educational resources will include stationary and basic writing and 

mathematical equipment along with other resources that will enable the school and their 

pupils to implement the school’s curriculum.  

5. Pay for small scale projects, such as playgrounds, meeting rooms, re-thatching of mud 

huts etc that will be for the public benefit of all members of the local community in areas 

which we support.  

6. The body’s resources will initially be concentrated in small rural communities in Uganda 

and in India which will be visited by the Trustees on a yearly basis. In Uganda it is Tiira 

Village, Busia, Eastern Uganda. In India it is the Village of Bodhjungnagar,  West Tripura 

State, North East India.  

 

Activities 

There follows a pictorial review of the activities of the Charity in Tiira, and in Bodjungnagar. 

The main focus of the work will be in Tiira Village and that is where the great majority, if not 

all, of public donations will be spent. For this  year the public donations were 100% spent of 

Education fees and asswociated expenses in Tiira Village. 

Trustees Harry and Ursula Knox visited Tiira Village in Uganda for 10 days during April 2016 

and again for 14 days in December 2016. Prior to the Company being accepted as a 

Registered Charity and prior to going out on the April 2016 visit we helped our contact in 

Uganda, Wmima John Kennedy, we agreed to help John complete finishing off the building of 

his house which had been at a standstill for many months. We took this decision, in the full 



knowledge that if circumstances were unsuitable we would not go ahead with the Charity in 

that location. We had decided that we wanted to improve the  life-circumstances of one 

family there and John was very much community orientated, As part of that process John 

enlarged the footprint of the house so that there was a spare room which could be used as 

an office for Opportunity Knox Charity. We did this without us getting any written agreement 

about the use of the building and without owning any part of it. So John owns the building 

and uses one room as the Opportunity Knox Office and will allow this use for the duration of 

the project which we plan to be for just a 5 year to 7 year period. 

During the April 2016 visit we were introduced to many families in their homes. It was 

obvious that the families were very poor and struggled to make ends meet. We assessed 

their sleeping arrangements and most need assistance with mattresses and blankets for their 

children to sleep on. For many they slept on a hard cow dung floor with ahessian sack or 

papyrus mat beneath them in their grass-roofed sleeping house with nothing to cover 

themselves with. We took stock of their financial and food circumstances as well as the 

general look of their hut and associated garden if they had one. When asked what else they 

could be helped with, should we have funds to spend, without exception they said that they 

needed help with school fee payments.  

So we took biographical details of each child and their class and school, if they were 

attending school. Their schooling was sporadic in nature due to inability to keep up to date 

with the payment of school fees. While universal primary education is in place, there are still 

payments that need to be made to the school as development charges, tests, and end of 

term and end of year exams. End of term reports are not provided unless all fees are up to 

date and an end of year report is needed to show a pass before a child can pass on to the 

next grade. There is also a difficulty for parents providing food for breakfast and lunch. Many 

children would not receive these meals and would walk home at lunch time so as not to be 

embarrassed in front of fellow students.  

If Opportunity Knox did not pay school fees, so family members would receive schooling, but 

in many cases it would be sporadic at best and 5 years education could be spread out over a 

10 year period in some families. In others they might provide each child with a couple of 

years education and all would be finished by around age 12 years. The boys would opt to go 

gold-mining, which prevalent in this area and is very dangerous for children to be involved. 

Girls would in most cases finish school once their periods started as they could not afford 

sanitary towels and there were not facilities in school to afford privacy with maybe on latrine 

for 80 pupils. Before we left, we took delivery of mattresses, blankets and a small amount of 

tables and chairs for 20 families. The parents were amazed and were in disbelief that the 

items came so quickly for them. We organized porridge for breakfasts for 8 of the families. 

We organized for the rent of a plot of land for use as a playground for all of the children of the 

parish and localities for children up to age 10 years. John supervised the erection of the 

security fence to keep it secure. He also purchased the playground equipment and 

supervised the work of installing it properly and security When it was completed it was 

handed over to the parents to open it and supervise it on a Rota basis. This was done to help 

uplift all the families in the village rather than just to 20 and now nearly 40 families we are 

supporting. We feel this has a public benefit to the entire community in Tirra. 

 

 



Our December visit involved meeting with the parents and reviewing the progress of the boys 

and girls. We had paid school fees for 2 terms for 68 children. This covered the 2nd and 3rd 

school terms, from June 1st to December 1st. We dropped one family of 8 children from the 

programme because the family circumstances appeared to have taken a large turn for the 

better, which could not have been accomplished through our help alone, but was more likely 

to be due to the gold-mining activity in the front and rear gardens of the house with 40 to 50 

adults and children beavering away with gold mining activities. We spoke two the group of 

mothers at two meetings as well as visited them all in their homes. They mothers looked 

happier and there were small touches in their homes which showed that they had used what 

they had saved to improve aspects of their homes e.g. getting holes in the grass-roofs 

mended etc. 

We interviewed another batch of more than 20 families and after assessment accept most 

but not all into the project. Again mattresses, blankets, and 2 beds were purchased and 

delivered to them before we left. We came across two children with serious leg injuries, one 

due to a bad scalding gone septic and another as a result of being run over by a Buda-Buda 

Taxi, where the parents could not afford medical attention. We brought then to a medical 

clinic and had them attend there for injection twice daily and treatment for the days we were 

there. We also rehoused a woman who was living in a condemned house of one room in 

which she reared 5 children under the age of 7 and cooked with a pot sitting on burning wood 

in the same space. No space outside and no washing facilities or toilets existed.  

We spent two days going through all the finances and the appropriate parts of a full paper 

trail for each transaction. We agreed on the size of a modest monthly financial gift for John 

Kennedy and his wife Hellen, which would never fully pay them for the amount of time they 

devote to running the project including regular visits to homes and schools. We will return to 

Tiira for two weeks in September/October and visit all homes and all schools and review the 

performance of the children in terms of their regular attendance and good conduct. We will 

not discriminate on the basis of ability as attending school has a very important role in help 

children to socialize and contribute to their community in the years ahead. We would hope 

that most of the children we support will be able to read and write after 5 to 7 years of 

education. 

In Bodhjungnagar in Tripura Sate in North East India we found a very poor community too. 

However, our main focus here is to help a small number of boys to complete their education 

after they leave the orphanage after completion of Class X, which is about Junior Certificate 

level. The orphanage is in the process of being phased out. It has been supported by ASHA, 

a charity of the Holy Cross Community who have a 1200 pupil English Medium School which 

is open to all of the community, 25% Christian and 75% Hindu. They also have a medical 

clinic for the locals who help to treat locals who are ill or who have been bitten by snakes (a 

common occurrence). They have a small orphanage with boys between the ages of 10 years 

and 20 years. Opportunity Knox will supplies personal effects and goods to the boys as well 

as pay the school and hostel fees for the orphans to complete their education according as 

they leave the orphanage. The amount of money required will be small compared to the work 

in Tirra Village. In order to buy some goodwill and provide local public benfit for all we agreed 

to pay for the tiling of a community hall facility that is used by the school, the village, and the 

parish. It can accommodate 800 people sitting directly on the floor closely packed in together. 

If the floor wasn’t tiled they would be sitting on a cold and uneven concrete floor. They now 

sit on their bottoms on woven mats laid on of the tiled floor. 



 DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT FOR OPPORTUNITY KNOX  CHARITY IN UGANDA -- April 2016 –April 2017 

Opportunity  Knox charity is a small  organization  that is located in Tiira village, Sikuda sub-County, 
Busia District,  Eastern Uganda, in eastern part of the African Continent. It originated from the visit to 
Tirra Village on a group of Sponsors with World Vision Ireland  in  November  2015. It lead to the co-
operation of two friendly families that is Harry Knox’s family and Mwima john Kennedy’s family who 
later agreed to work together for the development of Tiira  Village and Parish with in Sikuda Sub-
County with the support of two powerful ladies Ursula Knox and Auma Hellen John  who put in lots of 
effort to see that the two men don’t go astray from the main objectives of the project. We support 
120 children from the 40 families by paying school fees, porridge, mattresses, blankets, beddings etc  

ACHIEVEMENTS 

NO ACTIVITY 
DONE 

IMPLEMENTERS IMPACT 

1 Assessment 
and 
Recruitment 
of families  
who needed 
support 

Harry Knox, Ursula Knox and Mwima 
John Kennedy visited families in 
their homes in April 2016 and after 
assessing them chose 20 families to 
support. A further 20 families were 
Chosen in the same way in 
December 2016. 

 

40 Families were recruited successfully and families 
received support depending on the need. 
 

 

2 Mattresses 
and blankets 
were 
purchased 
and were 
distributed 
before the 
Knoxes left 
for home on 
both 
occasions. 

Harry Knox, Ursula Knox and Mwima 
John Kennedy. 
 

 
 

40 families received beds (2), mattresses (80), blankets 
(120) and tables and chairs (6). 
 

    
 

 Purchase of 
scholastic 
materials 
(books, pens, 
pencils and 
sets. 

 Harry Knox, Ursula Knox and 
Mwima john kennedy. 
   

 

 

Scholastic materials were given to sponsored children and 
children fully attend school. 
 

 



4 Uniform  
purchase and 
distribution 

Mwima john kennedy and Hellen.  
 
 

 

40 Children received uniforms. They are smartly dressed 
at school and full attendance is attained. More uniforms 
are being worked on for the remaining children and they 
will be distributed  as they become ready.               

 
 

5 Continuous 
purchase and 
distribution 
of porridge 
flour 

Mwima John Kkennedy and Hellen. 
A bag of porridge, and later maize, 
was distributed weekly to 8 families 
as a temporary measure from April 
to November because they were 
unable to provide a breakfast for 
their children before they went off 
to school 
 

 
 
 

There is continuous distribution of porridge flour there is 
improvement in health and  nutrition. 
 

 
 

 

6 Construction 
and 
Installation 
of the play -
ground  for  
all of the 
children of 
the village. 
 
May –June 
2016. 

Mwima John Kennedy purchased 
the playground equipment and 
supervised the construction of a 
security fence and the installation of 
the rides from beginning to end. 
 

 
 

 

The play ground was successfully constructed and children 
have a place to play. 
 

 
 

 
 



7 Termly 
school fees 
payment 
 
June 2016          
to date. 

Mwima John Kennedy and Auma 
Hellen John 
 

68 children had their fees paid for 
term 2 and term 3 in 2016. 8 of 
these were dropped as a result of 
the December visit. From February 
1st 2017 one hundred and sixteen  
children are having their fees paid.   

School fees are being paid termly and children fully attend 
school and eat porridge at school hence leading to full 
school attendance of sponsored children. Mwima John 
Kennedy visits the schools regularly to double check 
attendance, to see how students are behaving in class and 
to see that they are getting the porridge lunch that has 
been paid for. End of term reports and end of year reports 
are photocopied and brought to John by the children’s 
parents and these are examined by John, Harry and Ursula 

8 Introduction 
of a savings 
group 
 
June 2016 

Mwima john Kennedy and Auma 
Hellen John. 
 
The first 20 families contributed to a 
savings club to have some money 
for Christmas. Harry and Ursula 
were there on the Saturday that the 
savings were distributed to the 
members. 
The group have started saving again 
in the New Year. 

 There is continuous weekly savings in the group. It boosts 
the ability of the families  we  sponsor to accumulate 
funds for times when they need to purchase special items   

 

 
9 Completion 

of 
Construction 
of John 
Kennedy’s  
house and 
the 
Opportunity 
Knox Office. 
 
February to 
April 2016 
 

Mwima John Kennedy had 
completed his house to roof level 
and Harry and Ursula paid to have it 
completed as a gift to John on 
condition that it was enlarged to 
contain a room that could be used 
for Opportunity Knox activities and 
storage. A veranda was also 
included at their request 

The completed house has greatly changed the life of the 
family since there is good shelter and it has a large room 
and shading which is used for Opportunity Knox activities 
of  meeting with parents, storing goods and filing records. 
 

 10 Purchase of 
mathematical 
sets for 250 
pupils in Classes 
P.5 and  P.6 and  
boxes of 
crayons for the 
250 pupils in 
Classes P.1 and 
P.2. 
 
Parents cannot 
afford to 
purchase these 
and they are 
not provided by 
the school. 

Harry Knox, Ursula Knox and 
Mwima John Kennedy purchase 
these locally to support the 
community. 
 

 

Meeting teachers and the Principal to hand over supplies. 
 

 
 

 

 



11 Youths 
Talents 
promotion 
through 
football 
 
September 
2016 
onwards. 
 
There are 
several 
teams. 
 
They have a 
savings club 
to help them 
save money 
to eventually 
buy football 
boots. 

Mwima John Kennedy restarted a 
lapsed football club so that 
unemployed youths could be 
occupied and attracted away from 
working solely in the gold-mining 
activity which is generous. Gold 
mining on a small scale is 
undertaken all around the village. It 
leads to injury and loss of life. Even 
some mothers have to gold mine in 
order to get an income to feed her 
children. If there are fathers in the 
families some, not all, either do this 
or spend their time drinking the 
local brew. 
 

 
In April Harry and Ursula Knox 
conducted two days of training for 
another Community based Charity 
in Busia.  

Talents have been promoted since there is continuous 
football practise and competitions .The football team 
received balls and a set of Green Jerseys (donated) from 
Opportunity Knox.. 
 

 
 

 

12 Sensitization 
on hygiene 
and 
sanitation. 
 
Provision of 
Medical Aid 
for children 
who cannot 
be treated 
due to lack of 
money in the 
family. 

Mwima John Kennedy 
 
When new families were being 
interviewed in December two 
children from different families,  in 
urgently need of medical attention 
were encountered. One was a 10 
year old boy who had a bad burn on 
his leg just beneath his knee. There 
was a hole that had gone sceptic. He 
couldn’t put his foot on the ground. 
Another 4 year old girl could not 
stand due to her leg being injured as 
a result of a motorcycle taxi having 
knocked her down. Both families 
could not afford medical treatment. 
Harry and Ursula brought them to a 
medical clinic and paid for 
appropriate treatment. 

 

 Hygiene has improved in Tiira most especially in homes 
sponsored by Opportunity Knox Charity since children also 
help their parents to clean houses and other utensils. An 
enormous Ant Hill was found in one of them homes next 
to where the children lay sleeping on the floor. 
Opportunity Knox paid for repeated spraying with chem.-
icals to eliminated a problem which was being tolerated 
 
 

 
 

 



13 Rescue of 
children from 
gold mines 
by paying 
their school 
requirements 
and enrolling 
them back to 
school. 

Mwima John Kennedy canvassed for 
children in our sponsored families 
who had already left school to 
return to full-time education again. 
 

 
 

 
 

Two of 20 children rescued from gold-mining now attend 
school fully since all school requirements are provided 
 

 
 

 

14 Home and 
school visits 

Mwima John Kennedy visits the 
schools and homes regularly as well 
as calling parents together to meet. 
 

 
 

 

Monitoring visits by John to the schools and homes have 
seen that teachers and parents are fulfilling their roles.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                              



CHALLENGES 

During this year since it is the beginning of the project a few challenges were registered as stated below. 

1. Increase cost of school lunches due to food scarcity due to excess drought. (Maize yield down 66%). 

2. Lack of first aid box for children. Need to deal  with cuts and grazes 

3. Famine in families due to increased drought. This could become more extensive and severe. It is 

caused by unusual weather changes recently, possibly due to climate change. Being located on the 

Equator there are 2 growing seasons for the villagers. 
 

WAY FORWARD 

1. We should have first aid box to give simple treatment to sponsored children. 

2. The charity should organize at least one centre day for sponsored children.                                                      

(a day for meeting all children and discuss issue affecting the children with the children themselves.) 

                                                           

SPECIAL THANKS 

Special thanks go directly to Harry Knox and Ursula Knox of Opportunity Knox Charity from Ireland for giving all 

your effort by visiting us to ensure that children and families in Rural Uganda, specifically in Tiira, are 

attending school and getting great support from you. Thank you for all the support and may the living God 

reward you abundantly and give you more years of long life. 

We also thank the Trustees and Patron of Opportunity Knox  

and all other donors who have faith in this development  

to inject in their funds to sustain it.  

May God give them all they need. 

 

PREPARED BY                            

MWIMA JOHN KENNEDY 

OPPORTUNITY KNOX CHARITY 

TIIRA VILLAGE, BUSIA, 

SOUTH EASTERN UGANDA 

  

 

 



As stated earlier in this Annual Report, the work of the Boystown, Bodhjunngnar, ASHA Holy Cross, Damdamia, 

Lembucherra (PO) Agartala W. Tripura-799012 is being supported in a small way by Opportunity Knox Charity 

and this will be met from the Trustee Donations made by Harry and Ursula Knox. In the coming years the 

support will be through paying the school fees, accommodation, and associated school expenses for children 

in Boystown after they leave at Class X stage. In the past year it has consisted of buying clothes and personal 

effects for the residents in the Orphanage as well as organising a party for all of the boys on February 28th last. 

Ursula with 2 of the St. Andre Girls 
who received their Class X Certs.

 

Ursula with Babul Deberrma looking 
at some local flowering plant

 

Class X students from St. Andre 
with their teacher Susmita Debnath

 

Ursula speaking to the St. Andre Girl  
students in their Moreau Hostel 

 

Ursula with Masrshell who is a Class 
XI Student in the pre-Seminary

 

Sanjit Debberma fromBoystown 
gets his Class X Certificate 

 

Bijou and Sumon, Boystown dance as 
part of Class X graduation programme

 

Several of the Boysown boys want to 
get into the picturewith Harry

 

Sanjit and Babul arrived in Boys-
town on the same day in 2004

 

Boystown boys getting ready to have 
large plates of rice with curry and dahl

 

Ursula is a big hit with the boys or do 
they just want to get into the photo

 

All 24 residents from ages 10 years 
to 20 years pose for photo with us

 

 



Achievements and performance. 

Opportunity Knox Charity was set up as a company in December 2015, recognised as a 

Charity by the Charities Regulator in November 2016 and recognised by the Revenue 

Commissioners and granted it’s CHY No. In February  2017. All of this  was achieved without 

paying anyone to do the work. It was quite a task and was completed relatively quickly. 

In the space of the year 2016, a physical structure was put in place in Uganda to cater for our 

needs for the next five years and through two visits to the country, one in April 2016 and 

another in December 2016, we succeeded in helping approximately 40 families and 120 

school children as well as providing food and medical help where needed in Tirra Village. We 

could see smiles on our December visit from the Mothers and their children which weren’t 

there during the April visit. There was evidence of regular attendance at school and that 

conduct was good in all cases and we put this down to the supply of mattresses and blankets 

as well as payment of school fees for children as well as a porridge lunch each day. 

Friends and neighbours at home have responded well to our appeal for donations and the 

idea of a “no overheads” charity has appealed to many who would not have as readily 

supported charities in Africa of a similar nature which did have overheads. There has been 

no financial figures produced and distributed up to now, and we feel people will have a 

vested interested in the accounts to see if the “no overheads” piece is in fact true. 

Financial Review. 

A copy of the Audited accounts is attached to this report and will be circulated by post, by 

email, and on our website opportunity knox.ie and Facebook page of the same name. The 

accounts are presented in a very transparent manner and show the amount donated by the 

public and the amount paid by the trustees. The charity was launched after March 31st the 

end of the financial reporting year and there has been widespread support by family and 

friends since the launch at the beginning of April. This looks good for increasing public 

awareness and consequent public donations for the coming year April 1st 2017 to March 31st 

2018. 

An awareness campaign in schools within a 20 mile radius will help generate more funds. 

This has been tried in 4 schools so far with great results. For Schools and all other donors we 

hope to set up a reporting system where each school class and each public donor who 

support us will get a photo of a child they are supporting as well as details of what support 

they have given as well as some background details of the child along with school reports as 

soon as they are issued. This we feel will give donors a sense that they are making a 

difference in a child’s life and they will hopefully take that interest to the next level which will 

be to renew their sponsorship for the following years. This won’t be achievable in every case, 

but will help to get additional commitment in some cases at least. 

There is no plan to  accumulate financial reserves at this early stage until we see what level 

of donation transpires in the coming year. We do not intend to expand greatlyin the coming 

year(s).  However, an increase to help a total of 60 families and 200 school going children 

would not further increase a demand for a much larger donation by the Trustees. So if it 

proves possible to expand by this amount by February 1st, the beginning of the 2018 school 

year, then it will be done. It will depend on the level of public donations and the success or 

otherwise of our marketing strategy for the year ahead. 

 

http://www.opportunity/


Governance and Administrative details. 

This is an extract from the Constitution and Memorandum of Association of the Charity 

COMPANIES ACT 2014 

                                                                            

COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE NOT HAVING A SHARE CAPITAL 

                                                                                 

CONSTITUTION  

-of- 

OPPORTUNITY KNOX CHARITY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE 

MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION 

1. Name 

The name of the Company is Opportunity Knox Charity Company Limited by Guarantee with  

Registered Offices at: “Cluain Caoin”, Kilmacow Lower, via Waterford, Ireland. 

2. Company type 

The Company is a company limited by guarantee, registered under Part 18 of the Companies Act 2014. 

3. Main Object .......... 

4. Subsidary Objects ........... 

(Object and Subsidary Objectives are given in the initial pages of this report and the whole constitution can be 
read by visiting opportunityknox.ie and choosing the documents tab. This will lead you to all the information you 
need to know about the Charity.) 

The Charity is known as Opportunity Knox Charity CLG and as Opportunity Knox 
Charity (permission to drop the CLG granted). Depending on the situation it is sometimes 
referred to as simply Opportunity Knox. The Charity is registered for Ireland only. 

It has 4 Directors. They are Ursula Knox, Harry Knox, Maria O Mahony, and John Carey. The 
company had just two Directors, Ursula and Harry Knox until January 11th when a new 
Constitution was adopted so the criteria laid down by the Charities Regulator were observed. 
These are the only four Directors serving in the Company and they will all attend the Annual 
General Meeting of the Company. All four are teachers or retired teachers. Because this is a 
time-limited project, it is unlikely that there will be any change in personnel. However, if 
someone is unable to continue to serve then the remaining directors will invite and select a 
replacement so that the number remains at 4. Two of the 4 Directors will step down at each 
AGM and can be re-elected by all of those attending. There must be a total of 3 non-related 
Directors on the board of an Irish Charity. Two related Directors cannot hold the position of 
Secretary and Director in the same year. 

Other Administrative Details 

Company Registration Number (CRO): 574339 .  

Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20106164    

 Revenue Charity Number: (CHY): 21754. 

Tax Registration Number: 03453817 KH 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Opportunity Knox Charity is a Registered Company, and an officially recognised Registered 
Charity. It is a “NO OVERHEADS” organisation that helps educate the children from the 
poorest of the poor rural families in the village of Tiira, near Busia town, in eastern Uganda. 
In April 2016, 20 families were chosen by Harry and Ursula Knox and have been given 
bedding, furniture and food. Since June 1st last the school fees are being paid for 68 children. 
As a result of another visit by Harry and Ursula to the village in December last an additional 
20 families were chosen to support and bedding given to them. 120 children are having their 
school fees paid for them for the new school-year which commenced in February 2017. 
 
It costs approximately 60 euro per year to pay the school fees at primary level for each child 
which includes a porridge meal each day. The sponsors will be visiting Uganda twice a year 
to monitor the spending of all donations and to see that they are having the best desirable 
effects. Each year the sponsors will donate, at the very least, sufficient funds to cover all of 
the administration costs in Ireland and in Uganda as well as all of their own travelling 
expenses. No one is employed by the Charity. This ensures that 100% of your gift pays 
directly for food and bedding for families and for the school fees for their children.  
 
For the first year the sponsors have gifted in excess of €23,000 to start off the fund and 
have established local contacts in Uganda to ensure the charity runs efficiently and reliably. 
These arrangements ensure that every €100 euro public donation in the current year (2016-
2017) will have been matched by approx €400 from the Sponsors so that 100% of your gift 
will pay for the purpose for which you donated it. There will be no deductions. Yearly audited 
accounts will be provided to all donors. Photographs of the children and their families 
supported by your donation and the school reports of the children will be given to those who 
donate. Please expect to get a receipted for your individual donation(s). 
 
By visiting the website www.opportunityknox.ie  you can learn more about the Charity. 
By visiting the Facebook page of the same name you can learn more about their activities 
and see photographs of the work being carried out there including the distribution of 
mattresses, blankets, tables and chairs and porridge. You can also see photographs of the 
children at school as well as receiving their copies and other school supplies needed for 
school. You will also see photographs of children playing in the playground provided by the 
charity for all of the children in Tiira Village. You can read the Charity’s Constitution in full on 
the website. 
 
By clicking on the “Donate” button on the website page you can choose any one of 4 Options 
to contribute. Alternatively, a cheque made payable to “Opportunity Knox Charity” can be 
posted to: Opportunity Knox Charity, Cluain Caoin, Lower Kilmacow, via Waterford,  
The charity can also be contacted at info@opportunityknox.ie and at 086-6054519. 
 
 

 Company Registration Number (CRO): 574339 . Tax Registration Number: 03453817 

KH 

  

Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20106164    Revenue Charity Number: (CHY): 21754 

 
Please spread the word about this worthwhile Charity to your family and friends. 

 
ONE PAGE FLYER 

http://www.opportunityknox.ie/
mailto:info@opportunityknox.ie


   

 This is a five to seven year project to help educate  
some of the poorest children in Uganda, Africa 
 

 This Charity pays for children from the poorest rural  
families from Tiira Village, Uganda, to go to school 
 

 Currently, 40 families and 120 children have had  
bedding provided and their school fees paid for them 
 

 On average it costs approximately 60 Euro per child to  
pay their school fees and provide a porridge lunch 
 

 It costs 40 Euro per child to provide a mattress and  
blanket, school uniform and exercise books 
 

 The Trustees visit Tiira Village twice a year to check  
that donors’ contributions are spent as specified 
 

 The Trustees meet the families in their homes (mud  
huts) to monitor and review  their needs twice a year 
 

 The Trustees check the children’s end of term / end of  
year school reports to ensure regular attendance 
 

 John Kennedy, a Ugandan Volunteer, visits the schools  
regularly and convenes mothers’ meetings. 
 

 Unlike other Charities, this Charity pays the fees for all  
the children, including all girls, in the same family 
 

 Unlike other Charities, this Charity helps as many  
families from the same Village as available funds permit 
 

 This is a “No Overheads” Charity i.e. the Trustees pay 
  all  the administration costs in Ireland and  Uganda 
 

 No one is employed by the Charity and all public contrib- 
utions are only used 100% for the needs of the children 
 

 The Trustees pay all of their own travel and living  
expenses to visit Uganda twice in any 12 month period. 
 

 This means  that 100% of public donations go directly  
   to pay the school fees and for other essential needs 

 

 

        

. 
    

 

 

Alternative Summary Sheet 
 

Registered Offices: Opportunity Knox Charity, Lower Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny, X91 E37V. 
Company Registration Number (CRO): 574339 . Tax Registration Number: 03453817 KH 
Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20106164    Revenue Charity Number: (CHY): 21754. 

      Trustees: Ursula and Harry Knox, Maria O Mahony, John Carey.  Patron: Rev. Fr. Brian Flynn 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

VIEW AN AWARD-WINNING GARDEN 
 

 
 
 
 

Owner: Breda and Brendan Knox,  
 

Address: 2 Ormonde Crescent, Lismore Lawn.  
 

(From Paddy Brown’s Road turn in to Lismore Park at the Craftsman Inn and take  

the 2nd road to the right and after that it is the first house on the right.) 

On Saturday July 22nd 2017   

Do drop in at any time from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. 

Entry Fee: 5 Euro (includes refreshments).  

All proceeds will be donated to Opportunity Knox Charity  

TO PAY SCHOOL FEES FOR 120 DESTITUTE CHILDREN  

IN TIIRA VILLAGE, EASTERN UGANDA. 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

No Overheads         
No Expenses            
No Salaries 
No Deductions 

 

   

  Opportunity Knox Charity 

www.opportunityknox.ie 

Registered Offices: Opportunity Knox Charity, Lower Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny, X91 E37V. 
Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20106164    Revenue Charity Number: (CHY): 21754. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary and Richard Walsh, Upper Kilmacow 

INVITE YOU TO THE “LAUNCH” OF 

OPPORTUNTIY KNOX CHARITY 

on MONDAY APRIL 10
TH

 AT 8.00 P.M. 

in KILMACOW COMMUNITY HALL. 

The “Launch” includes an INFORMATION SESSION explaining the background 
to this Charity and what it achieves so that you can share this information with 
family and friends. There will be no pressure or obligation on you to donate to 
the Charity by attending the “Launch”. The idea is to have those attending to 
spread the message of Opportunity Knox Charity to families and friends who 
are not already committed to another charity. Everyone’s help is needed to 
spread the news near and far. 
 
This Charity pays for the Education of the Children from the poorest families in 
the rural Village of Tiira, in South East Uganda. Unlike other similar charities 
there are no employees drawing a salary from the Charity and all administration 
costs as well as travel expenses of the Trustees both in Ireland and Uganda are 
paid from donations by the Trustees themselves. This means that 100% of 
donations from the public go to pay for the main aims of the Charity e.g. if 100 
Euro is given to pay for Education Fees, then the full 100 Euros will go to pay 
the Education Fees. There are no deductions taken. Instead of paying for the 
Education of just one child in the family this Charity pays for the education of all 
the children including girls in the family. The Charity helps as many families 
from the village that our donations will cover. This lifts the families and the 
village out of poverty. 
 

Further information is available on www.opportunityknox.ie  and on  
 

www.facebook.com/opportunityknox.ie 
 

Email: :info@opportunity knox.ie and Telephone: 086-605-4519 
 

Charity Trustees: Harry and Ursula Knox, Maria O Mahoney, and John Carey.  
 

 

     

      Company Registration Number (CRO): 574339 
      Tax Registration Number: 03453817 KH 
      Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20106164 
      Revenue Charity Number: (CHY): 21754 
 

Registered Offices: Opportunity Knox, “Cluain Caoin”, Lower Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny, X91 E37V 

 

http://www.opportunityknox.ie/


Patron: Rev. Fr. Brian Flynn 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO DONATE TO THE CHARITY 

Option 1. Donate online using a Credit Card or Debit Card 

a) Click on the DONATE button on the homepage of www.opportunityknox.ie 

b) Then log-in to your Paypal a/c  OR  enter the  full details of your card. You do not need a Paypal a/c.) 

 

Option 2. Donate by Cheque or Postal Order 

a) Make the Cheque or Postal Order payable to Opportunity Knox Charity 

b) Post or hand it in to the Registered Offices –see address above. 

 

Option 3.  Use Banking Online. 

a) You can set up an electronic payment to the Charity if you use Banking Online. 

b) You can make a once-off payment or regular payments such as monthly or yearly (i.e. standing order). 

 

The following details are needed about Opportunity Knox Charity to set up the payments electronically: 
 

 

Beneficiary / Receiver Account 
 

Opportunity Knox Charity 

 

BIC  (8 characters) 
 

B O FI I E 2 D 

 

IBAN  (22 characters) 
 

I 0 0 7 E 6 7  B O F I  9 0 6 1  9 5 6 2 0 0 7 3 1 2 

 

Beneficiary Message (18 characters 

allowed) 

 

e.g. your name or Initials so you can be identified on 
the Opportunity Knox Bank Statement. 

 

Option 4. Manual Standing Order (not electronic) 

a) Fill out the pre-printed Standing Order form on the reverse side of this sheet. 

b) It has been pre-populated with all the Opportunity Knox Bank Account details. 

c)   Complete the form with your own details and submit either to your own Bank Manager directly or 

send it to   the Registered Offices of Opportunity Knox Charity as given at the top of this sheet. 

 
 

For all of Options 1, 2, and 3 above please send us the following information by email or by regular 

post to us so that we can send you (1) a receipt for your contribution and (2) copy of family/child 

photograph you are sponsoring as well as details of the family and school reports. 

Name:  ____________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________  Mobile (optional): ________________________ 

 

 

     

Company Registration Number (CRO): 574339    
Registration Number: 03453817 KH 
Registered Charity Number (RCN): 20106164 
 Revenue Charity Number: (CHY): 21754 
 

Registered Offices: Opportunity Knox, “Cluain Caoin”, Lower Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny, X91 E37V 
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Mary and Richard Walsh, Upper Street, Kilmacow, hosted the Official Launch of Opportunity Knox 

Charity  in the Kilmacow Community Centre on Monday April 10th 2017 at 8.00 p.m.  

A large audience of over 60 people attended the event which was opened by Mary Walsh who 

spoke about the birth of the new Charity which had been the brain child of Harry and Ursula Knox. 

She introduced the other Directors of the Charity, Maria O Mahony and John Carey. She then called 

on Harry Knox to give an outline of the history of how the charity had come into existence. Harry 

explained that he and Ursula had travelled to Uganda with World Vision Ireland in November 2015 

as part of a group of 20 people who supported World Vision projects in Uganda. There they met 

Elvis, along with his father. Elvis was a boy whose education they had been sponsoring for 10 

years. Having visited various projects comprising schools, medical centres, saving clubs and 

agricultural lands it was obvious how impoverished the people of Rural Uganda really were. 

           

Left: Trustees Maria O Mahony and John Carey.          Right: Launch Hosts, Richard and Mary Walsh  

As part of the activities they then visited a young man Wmima John Kennedy who has a small 

garage for motorcycle taxis that needed repairs. As he described his training as a mechanic with 

support for World Vision, Both Harry and Ursula were impressed by how articulate he was in 

describing his training as well as his fluency in English. They were overcome with the level of 

poverty that they witnessed in these rural people most of whom lived in their mud huts with grass 

roofs. They decided they would like to contribute in some way to help the plight of these poor 

rural people who seemed to be neglected.  

By coincidence when they returned home, John Kennedy had sent a Facebook friend request to 

Harry and over the next couple of months they texted each other many many times getting to 

know more about each other’s country as well as John informing Harry of the plight of the poorest 

of the poor dwellers from his local village and parish of Tiira. Harry hatched a plan for a “no 

overheads” charity which he felt would have more than a good chance of resonating with the 

public. His concept was that if he and Ursula sponsored all of the administration costs of the 
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Charity including their own travelling expenses to visit Uganda, then people would be interested in 

supporting it knowing that 100% of their donations would g to buying products and services for the 

children of these rural dwellers whose greatest difficulty was paying the cost to keep their children 

at school. 

         

                            

  

 

 

 

 

They visited Tiira Village again in April and in December 2016 and interviewed and assessed the 

poorest families to determine their needs, especially those of their children. As a result of both of 

these visits they have commenced supporting 40 families and have bought mattresses and 

blankets for   the children who needed them, so that they could sleep well and to more readily 

learn and benefit from attending school regularly each day.  

Harry showed some film footage of people of all ages including women and children digging for 

gold, which is a commodity that has been found in the land all around the village. It is dangerous 

work, especially for children.20 boys who had already left primary school to work in the mines 

were attracted back to school by having the worry of paying the fees and other costs lifted from 

their parent’s shoulders. 

Ursula spoke about how hard-working the women were and how sub-servant they were to their 

husbands and to the village leaders. She spoke of how the children loved having her read stories to 

them and also how the children liked playing games with her. They observed in April that the 

children had no toys to play with, so they brought a soft toy and some age appropriate reading 

material to each child.  

This part of the meeting closed with the showing of a filmed interview of Wmima John Kennedy 

speaking about how the charity has already begun to change the lies of the villagers.  

 Tomas Breathnach , Kilkenny C.C. attended. 

 

Flynn Family Knox Family 



Website:   www.opportunity.ie 

 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/opportunityknox.ie 

  


